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April 15, 2020 

VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor 
State of California 
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE:  Application of Statewide “Stay-at-Home Order” to May 12, 2020 special elections 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

This letter requests clarification on the application of your March 19, 2020 statewide “Stay-at-
Home Order” (Executive Order N-33-20) to activities conducted in connection with the May 12, 
2020 elections.  In the March 19 order, you directed “all individuals living in the State of California 
to stay home or at their place of residence except as needed to maintain continuity of operations of 
the federal critical infrastructure sectors … [and] additional sectors as critical in order to protect the 
health and well-being of all Californians.”  The following day on March 20, 2020, you issued 
another Executive Order (Executive Order N-34-20) specifically applicable to upcoming elections.  
You declared that “state law would ordinarily require that these elections be conducted using in-
person voting” but “the generalized use of in-person voting presents risks to public health and safety 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, and could risk undermining social distancing measures…”  
Accordingly, with respect to the May 12, 2020 special elections occurring in Los Angeles, Ventura 
and Riverside Counties to fill the Congressional and State Senate vacancies, you ordered that the 
election would be conducted as an all-mail election notwithstanding provisions of the Elections 
Code.  For the same reasons, you should also suspend provisions of Section 3017 of the Elections 
Code permitting a voter to designate any other person to return a ballot. 

It is true that in-person voting presents risks to public health and safety in light of COVID-19.  It is 
also true that other activities in connection with voting present the same risk (or even higher) that 
must be mitigated during this historic event.  As you know, Section 3017 of the Elections Code 
ordinarily allows a vote by mail voter to “designate any person to return the ballot to the elections 
official who issue the ballot” on their behalf.  (Elec. Code § 3017(a)(2).)  During normal times, this 
may involve a stranger visiting a voter’s home and offering to return the voter’s ballot to the 
elections official.  During these times, this activity presents an intolerable risk to public health and 
safety. 
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For the health and safety of voters in the 25th Congressional District and the 28th Senate District, 
and any other voters casting a ballot in the near future, we request that you make it clear that the 
existing Stay-at-Home Order prohibits collection of ballots by persons who do not live in the 
same household as the voter.  At this time, this activity is a threat to the health and well-being of 
Californians because it violates social distancing measures and causes the exchange of a physical 
item that has been in a person’s household and likely contains saliva which is known to spread 
COVID-19.  Furthermore, it is highly unlikely that we will meet all six criteria you set yesterday 
to reopen the state by May 12th.

Vote-by-mail ballots are arriving in mailboxes now.  The application of your Statewide Stay-at-
Home Order must be clarified and publicized immediately to discourage dangerous face-to-face 
interactions and collection of ballots and envelopes that undermine efforts to flatten the curve 
and stop the spread of COVID-19. 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Millan Patterson 
Chairwoman 


